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N MARTHA

Martha has settled in so fast! Thank you!!

~ Nicole qarveffi

1 HONEYBEE

| adopted Honeybee as Daisy May in Spring of 2023 and she is
the most perfect, amazing cat. She is healthy, had her annual

dental cleaning recently, and is fully up to date on all recom-

mended vet care. She loves cheese and crunchy treats. She is

happy. and loved. | read the newsletter every time it arrives in

the mail, and | am so very very grateful to the shelter for bring-
ing Honeybee into my life. Thank you for everything you do.

€ JESSIE
Jessie is adjusting to
her new home and
having fun exploring!

~ Susan O’Sullivan

~ Jack Luckner
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GEORGIA
On Feb 20261 adopteo{_]uly ﬁom your

shelter. She is now known as “Georgia
July”, because every young lady needs
two names! She is so incredible we are
so happy she joined our family! She has
made herself at home and loves to run
and p[ay all the time. She is ﬁ'iendly and
loves to purr and to be petted. Thank
you for all you do for kittens!

TINKERBELL =>»
(and Sir Jasper Smudgealot)

Tinkerbell (aka Elsa)is settling in to her new
home beautifully. It has only been a week,
since my adopting her and we are good buddies
already. She is sweet, cuddly and so lovable.
She has already decided my bed is her bed,
loves to watch birds and squirrels from my
huge picture windows while soaking up the
sun. She is a ball of energy and enjoys chasing
a pingpong ball up and down the hallway,
attacking her feather stick, chasing a laser
light, and seeing what Sir Jasper Smudgealot
(the bunny)is up to. The bunny has taken an
interest in her already and likes to stretch out
on the floor near her. I think fe is happy to
have a new Kitty to befriend. They have gone
nose-to-nose under close supervision and she
has remained calm as he checks her out from
head to toe. Thank you for allowing me to
come and find a new cat to spoil rotten and
love. She has certainly found her forever home!

~ Debbi Bolduc

~]ackie Lynch

A MILO & MILKY

| wanted to say hello on behalf of Milo and Milky!
Today is their 4th birthday and their first at
home with me since | adopted them last July.
They are doing very well, cuddly as always. [
am so grateful to have them in my life, and |
can’t thank PBS enough for taking care of them

and bringing us together!

~ Cam Ford

a N
CAT PRAYER

Now [ lay me down to sleep,
I pray this cushy life to keep.
I pray for toys that look like mice,
And sofa cushions, soft and nice.
I pray for gourmet kitty snacks,
And someone nice to scratch my back,
For windowsills all warm and bright,
For shadows to explore at night.
I pray I'll always stay real cool
And keep the secret feline rule
To never tell a human that
The world is really ruled by cats!

Author Unknown

\_ _J

€ SWIRL & JIMMY

Happy New Year from Swirl & Jimmy!
1 needed to add a third chair to my
home oﬁ{ce but well worth it!

~ Stephanie Fastert
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LAFFY TAFFY & GUMMY BEAR

We adopted 2 little girls in December 2025. | wanted to share they are doing great!
We are enjoying all of our fur babies. We also have a dog and they are finally chilling
out together. Here is a picture of both of the girls representing the Patriots for Super
Bowl. . .they are staring at each other, probably saying "mama is making us wear this
stuff" .. lol

| hope you and your family enjoyed the holiday.
Take care and thank you again!

~ Lisa Fisher Lane

SHAE & DAFFODIL =>

We adopted Shae & Daffodil last June 2025. Shae adapted very
quickly in her new home, Daffodil adapted, but not to us so
quickly. We still haven't been able to pat her, because when we try
to get close to her, you can see the fear in her face as she moves
away. Not sure what she had been through, but she was definitely
traumatized by someone — but we're here fov her fovever. These
two have the run cf the house. They took over my daughter‘s bedroom fov awhile, my bedroom,
and now wherever they want. We love them so much and now I'm th'mking of 'mtroducing a dog
to the house, but will take this slow. Thank you for rescuing these dear cats; we love them and

Your kitty will purr for these kitty cat
treats with shredded carrots and a
sprinkling of catnip! Treat your sweet
fur baby today!

Tina Verrelli - epicuricloud.com

Ingredients

2 tablespoons oil
(I use coconut or olive oil)

1-1/4 cups flour - plus additional flour
for rolling dough (Use whatever flour
your cat can have — | used oat)

1 tablespoon dried catnip optional
3/4 cup finely shredded carrot
1 large egg, lightly beaten

cold water as needed

we'll take care of them the rest of their lives!

~ Dennis Basiner

Carrot & Catnip Kitty Cat Treats

Instructions

Preheat oven to 375 degrees F.

Line a baking sheet with parchment paper.

In medium bowl add oil and mix in 1 cup of flour until mixture looks sandy.
Stir in catnip and carrots.

Mix in egg. Add a little water if the mixture looks too dry and isn't holding together. Add a little
flour if the mixture looks too wet and sticky. (Sometimes the carrots can be more wet or dry.)

Sprinkle flat surface with a little additional flour and roll or pat out dough to %4 inch thickness.
Sprinkle dough with additional flour as needed.

Prick dough all over with a fork. Use pizza wheel to cut dough into 1/2 inch squares.
Arrange squares on prepared baking sheet.

Bake for about 12 minutes or until starting to brown. (Bake longer for drier texture.)
Cool on baking sheet.

Store in airtight container for several days or freeze for longer storage. (If baked to a softer
texture store in refrigerator.)
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Memorial to Toby

Adopted March 2024, he was a big,
friendly tom cat found hungry and
abandoned wandering around the
shelter. He found a forever home and
spent his remaining days being loved
and cared for by Cynthia who said “He
was a good cat.” RIP Toby and our
condolences to Cynthia.

GOOSE & MAVERICK

Hi wonderful staffl We brought Kimchi and Kit-Kat
home with us on 12/27, and they have already made
themselves part of the family! They are so sweet, playful,
and cuddly. and they follow us all around. They like to play and
even cuddle with our girls who are five and three. We renamed them
Goose (previously Kimehi) and Maverick (previously Kit-Kat) and they are certainly
great balls of fire and energy! Thank you to your staff for the great work you do.
And thank you to the foster family who had these two boys — they must have been
an incredible first home and family for them because they are so well socialized and
trained. Thank you so much!
~ Katie and Garrett (and Hailey and Darcy)

SHELTER

CAT JOKES!

He was a cat-astrophe in class!

Why did the cat get a ticket?
It was a fast purr-suit!

What do you call a cat with eight feet?
An octopuss!

What do you call a pile of cats?
A Meow-ntain!

What’s a cat’s favorite color?
Purr-ple!

What do you call a cat that can bowl|?
An alley cat!

Why did the cat have to go to summer school?

EXPANSION
UPDATE

Exciting news! The shelter expansion
building permit has been issued and
we are very excited to be starting our
project Summer 2026! It’s been a much
longer process then we anticipated, but
with a lot of patience and determina-
tion we did it! We are so thankful for
all the support we have received from
our community and our donators to
make this dream a reality!

~ Priscilla & Ed Deschamps
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Ask the Vet

Can Cats Be Emotional Support Animals?

Benefits of Emotional Support
Cats on Mental Health

Emotional support cats (and other ESAs)
offer a variety of benefits for their own-
ers’ mental health. Studies have shown
cats reduce stress and blood pressure
levels in their owners.

Additionally, research shows ESAs can
lower anxiety, reduce depression, de-
crease feelings of loneliness, and may
even offer benefits to those with PTSD.
Lack of sleep can also impact mental
health. One survey, however, found
some people slept better when they
slept with their pets.

Emotional Support Cats vs.
Therapy Cats vs. Service Animals

There are several different types of “sup-
port”animals. Understanding the differ-
ence can help you determine which will
best serve your needs. Different support
animals have different protections as
well, which you'll need to know if you
plan to take your emotional support cat
with you when traveling or under other
circumstances.

Emotional Support Cats

Emotional support animals are pro-
tected under the Fair Housing Act from
the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD). This means
emotional support cats can live with
their owners, regardless of a landlord’s
or building manager’s pet policies.

Although ESAs are protected by HUD,
as of December 2020, they are no lon-
ger allowed on airplanes. This means if
you need to travel with your emotional
support cat, you'll need to make other
accommodations for her, such as using
a pet carrier.

Yes, cats can beemotional support animals (ESAs). An emotional support
cat can comfort someone with anxiety, depression or other mental health
issues. It'simportant to note, however, that ESAs are different from service
animals. This means they don’t have the same protections by law. That
doesn’t negate the benefits they can provide their owners, though.

Therapy Cats

Therapy cats (and other therapy ani-
mals) are different from ESAs in that
they are trained and handled by their
owners and are part of an individual’s
treatment process.

Therapy cats may visit hospitals, nursing
homes, rehabilitation facilities and more
with their owners to provide comfort
and support to patients and residents.
Mental health professionals may also
use therapy animals in their offices to
help clients feel more at ease during
sessions.

Service Animals

Although some cats may alert their own-
ers to medical emergencies, dogs are the
only animals that can be designated as
“service animals.” In the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA), the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice defines service animals
as “dogs that are individually trained to
do work or perform tasks for people with
disabilities”

Service animals can accompany the
person they assist into spaces that do
not typically allow pets, such as grocery
stores, restaurants, hospitals and more.

Emotional support cats can provide nu-
merous benefits to their owners. If you
think you might benefit from an ESA,
it's important to speak with your physi-
cian or mental health professional to
determine what animal would provide
you with the greatest benefits based on
your current mental and physical health.

If you don't have a cat (or don't want one
right now), evidence suggests watching
cat videos online may also give you a
mood boost.

To find this article and more interesting articles
visit purina.com

A SONYA

Justwanted to let you know that we are delighted
with the new addition to our fami[y, Lunal Al-
though, we renamed her Sonya and she already
responds to her new name. 1t's been three weeks
today since we brought her in and she seems
to be fully adjusted to her new home. Sonya
has an amazing and charming personality.
She gets along well with owr house cat who we
also adopted from your shelter two years ago. 1
am attaching a picture of Sonya and Lapusha
(our older cat, on the top).

~ Natalia Dashkovskaya

CHLOE

Chloe is now living the kitten life that she missed
out on as a teenage mom of B who was found
in the woods, skin and bones, covered with
fleas and very pregnant. She has the sweetest
personality of any cat I've ever known, enjoys
"making biscuits" and is quite the purr machine.
She has us in stitches when she chases her own
taill She is truly a blessing.

~ Helena DeMasse
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Memorial to Peanut

At the end of August 2006, my late aunt Jane Currier ad-
opted 2 deaf, polydactyl 6 month old white kitten siblings
Peanut & Po (aka M. Lane #1 & #2). They flourished and
loved their home in Shirley, MA. Peanut enjoyed climb-
ing to the top of the kitchen cabinets and sleeping in the
wicker basket, especially as it allowed her some respite
from her energetic brother.

Spring 2021 my aunt was diagnosed with terminal cancer.
Initially she feared she might not be able to care for the
kitties, needing to return them. However, her oncologist
reassured her, their companionship would be important
during this challenging time. November 2021, Po dete-
riorated very quickly and Jane had to make the difficult
decision to send him across the rainbow bridge. Peanut
was devastated and would cry at night looking for her
brother. Eventually she resigned to the fact she was the
only cat in the house.

For the next 2 years, she provided love as Jane battled
cancer. She lived for 3 years after diagnosis until Novem-
ber 2023. Leading up to Jane’s passing she was in and
out of the hospital, my other aunt and some close friends
cared for Peanut.

Before her passing, she was concerned about Peanut,
approaching 18 years old now. | reassured her that my
husband and | would adopt Peanut. December 2023,
we brought her home to Virginia a 10 hour drive, the
longest trek in her life and a very senior cat, but she
did amazingly well! She quickly acclimated to us and
her new home. She would run up and down the stairs,
jump onto shelves, and climb all the furniture to look out
windows at the birds. As a polydactyl, she was a great
climber! She loved greeting us from work or errands.
Even though she was deaf, she could feel the vibration
of the door opening and would race to meet us. She was
the sweetest cat and loved snuggling with my husband
and me and liked to be held like a baby. Her white fur
was so soft, we thought of it as “kitty glitter” when we
found it inevitably clinging to our clothes! She adored
chin rubs and laid on the floor meowing for belly rubs,
then purring to her heart’s content. She loved everyone,
friends and vet staff.

Our vet indicated arthritis and early kidney disease. She
had a special diet and monthly injections. She did very
well and was still joyfully navigating stairs until a couple
days before passing. In October 2025 she was diagnosed
with pancreatitis and diabetes and she received 2x daily
injections. She adapted to her new routine with grace
and ease, not minding the injections. As an elderly cat,
we occasionally gave her a “spa day”; my husband would

wash her soft, white fur with a warm, handheld shower,
towel dry her and gently massage her back and legs and
dry her with a hairdryer. She loved the dryer since it was
warm and since she was deaf it didn’t scare her; she would
purr in contentment. Even after spa days, she would paw
and meow at the shower door indicating she wanted to
repeat the experience.

January 2026, 1 month before her 20 year birthday, we
tearfully took her to the emergency vet. They drained
fluid from her lungs due to congestive heart failure — we
hoped she would bounce back as she always did. Un-
fortunately, she passed peacefully in the middle of the
night. Thankfully, we were able to pet her goodbye before
leaving the vet; thinking it was a temporary goodbye. |
wear her ashes in a necklace close to my heart, her urn
has a special place on the shelf she walked and knocked
over items from the first night she arrived.

At almost 18 years old when we adopted Peanut, we
didn’t know how long we would have with her, but we
cherished every moment. We were able to love her for
a little over 2 years and her presence was always a nice
memory of my aunt. We take comfort knowing Peanut
is reunited with Jane and her kitty brother, Po. She was
amazing, lovable and always accepting of her fate. She
faced all her life circumstances with such resilience and
contentment. We miss her terribly, but she will always
live on in our hearts and minds! Your shelter gave us,
my aunt, Jane, Peanut & Po all the gifts of life, love and
connection. We are and will be forever grateful. Thank
you for all you do with love and compassion.

~ Linda Currier & Lando Mendez
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GIZzMmO

You never know when a pet adoption will happen. For me,
| saw a beautiful kitten online from out of state that was in
need of a home. When | inquired about the kitten | was told
he was special needs. His name is Gizmo and he has Cerebral
Hypoplasia, CH for short. A cat with CH can be either mild,
moderate or, as Gizmo is, severe. Cats that fall under mild and
moderate are mobile but still require some adaptive homes;
they are wobbly and require a safe environment. Gizmo, be-
ing severe, will never walk or be able to survive on his own. |
agreed to adopt him to give him his best life. | was hand de-
livered a little kitten under 2 Ibs. that could not walk and had
trouble sitting for any length of time. He started purring right
away and his eyes were full of life; he showed a very special
soul. | have had Gizmo for 1-1/2 years now and he continues to
amaze me. He is on a schedule for eating and drinking, which
he does laying down and he looks forward to every meal. He
is also fully litter box trained; he is placed laying down in the
litter box morning and night. He knows his schedule and lets
me know when | am late. CH cats do not know they are dif-
ferent. They are happy, loving, and very special!

~ Diane Bourque

€«

MR. DILL

volunteers!

MR. PICKLES &
Thank you to all the

The boys loved their
blankets and their
toys!! What a great
way to help them
settle into our house.

~ Donna and
Richie Crowe

BUFFY (left) & her sibling

We adopted Buffy (formally Fern) from you almost 1
year ago. | just wanted to send you an update on her
progress! Buffy has fully adjusted to her new home and
her new sibling (who has also adjusted to her!). She is still
the sweetest, good natured, big-eyed girl she was when
we got her. She loves string and laser pointers and is the
first picky eater pet we've ever owned!

~ Amber Rivera

A CHEDDAR & LUCY

One week in, the girls are doing better every
day! Lucy (aka April) was quite against
Cheddar and days 1 -4 were tough. The last
few days have been much better, though they
still need supervision and separation for breaks
- especially for Lucy! Cheddar is so sweet!

~ Laurie Burns
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
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(978)582-6116
www.catsontheweb.org
THE PAT BRODY SHELTER FOR CATS is a non-profit shelter. We, through A donation of any amount will help us continue our work.
our volunteers, rescue stray and abandoned cats and kittens and care for b — — — — — — — — — — — 1
them until they are placed in good homes. We also provide medical care, I . . I
including spaying/neutering, public awareness (such as this newsletter), Enclosed is my donation of:
and subsidized spaying/neutering for low-income cat owners. I I
|  $15 | Make checks payable to: |
. . | PAT BRODY SHELTER FOR CATS |
Shelter Wish List... | 325 a P. O. Box 142 |
® Canned kitten food I $35 (4 TR i Ve (L2 |
~ I I
B Experienced volunteers | Other (] |
B Laundry soap | |
W 4-ply yarn | Name: |
® Colored copy paper : Address: :
B Volunteers (weekly or monthly) | |
| Phone #: |
: Email: :
| Comments: |
I I
L —— e ——— -
Clip here and send with your donation. Thank you!
CRUELTY HOTLINE
Thank you for your support! 1-800-628-5808

We would like to acknowledge the work of our amazing newsletter contributors, our creative designer Jo-Anne Poirier, and Scott Morton of LaPlume Printing for
their ongoing support of our shelter. Without their assistance this newsletter would not be possible. Thank you!



